Chicken & Egg Pictures - 2015 Open Call Application Questions

Before applying, please be sure to read through our website’s Grants page carefully for everything you need to know about our Criteria, Guidelines, Application Checklist, and FAQ. 

This application was written with the practical side of fundraising in mind, and we encourage you to see it as a useful exercise. Do push yourself to write authentic, simple, specific, and visual prose. Our hope is that your responses to these questions will result in material that may be used for additional applications and any other industry needs as you move forward with your fundraising. While most of these questions have multiple parts, they are meant to offer inspiration and guides — not rules. Don’t feel pressured to answer every single point raised. 

PROJECT
Project's title 

(Please do not include quotation marks around your title)
Please upload a still image related to your film
Project type 

(Please note that this 2015 open call round is only for feature length films (41 minutes or more); Project Type, Length, and Production Status: This current round is geared only toward nonfiction and hybrid nonfiction feature length films. Projects must be currently in development or up to mid-production, with no more than 40% of their footage shot by the date of application. Projects must be aiming toward feature length films. (See FAQ for details on length requirements.))
Logline (Character count 500, including spaces)
(Please provide a brief, catchy summary of your film. It should be no more than one or two sentences)
Synopsis (Character count 2,300, including spaces)
(What is your story? Who are your lead characters? How do you envision the storyline evolving throughout the film?)
Filmmaker Artist Statement (Character count 2,300, including spaces)
(Give us an introduction to your art. Why do you make films? What drives you to create and tell stories? What is unique or special about your art, and what does it mean to you?)
Project Artistic Statement (Character count 2,300, including spaces)
(Why are you making this particular film? What do you hope it will do and for whom? What's your point of view on the subject matter, and why are you the one to be telling this story?)
Storytelling structure and visual style (Character count 2,300, including spaces)
(How are you planning on telling this story, what’s unique about your approach, and what are the artistic challenges? What will your film look like? What’s the connection between your lead characters, the setting, and your stylistic choices (as well as your ideal audience)?)
Access to your story and characters (Character count 2,300, including spaces)
(Please explain your level of access to your subject matter, lead character, or lead organization/institution, and what paperwork is in place. We understand that access can be a process, and are interested in how access (as well as resistance) has affected your creative approach. If you’re having challenges with access, what is your Plan B?)
Film's primary subject matter (choose one)
· Aging; 

· Arts/Culture; 

· Corporations/Business; 

· Criminal Justice; 

· Disability Rights; 

· Economic Justice/Poverty; 

· Education; 

· Environment; 

· Family/Youth; 

· Governance/Democracy; 

· Food Security & Access; 

· Freedom of Speech/Press/Internet freedom; 

· Health/Healthcare; 

· Immigration/Migration; 

· Labor Rights; 

· LGBTQ; 

· Military/War/Terrorism; 

· Race/Ethnicity; 

· Refugees/Displacement; 

· Religion/Spirituality; 

· Reproductive Justice; 

· Science/Technology; 

· Sex/Drugs/Human Trafficking; 

· Women/Girls 

Other subject matters (choose up to two)

· Aging; 

· Arts/Culture; 

· Corporations/Business; 

· Criminal Justice; 

· Disability Rights; 

· Economic Justice/Poverty; 

· Education; 

· Environment; 

· Family/Youth; 

· Governance/Democracy; 

· Food Security & Access; 

· Freedom of Speech/Press/Internet freedom; 

· Health/Healthcare; 

· Immigration/Migration; 

· Labor Rights; 

· LGBTQ; 

· Military/War/Terrorism; 

· Race/Ethnicity; 

· Refugees/Displacement; 

· Religion/Spirituality; 

· Reproductive Justice; 

· Science/Technology; 

· Sex/Drugs/Human Trafficking; 

· Women/Girls 

On what geographic region is your film focused? 

· Australia and Oceania;

· Central America and the Caribbean;

· East Asia and the Pacific;

· Eastern and Southern Africa;

· Europe;

· Middle East and North Africa;

· North America;

· South America;

· South and Central Asia;

· West and Central Africa;

Project's website (optional)

Project's production stage 

(Please be sure to read our guidelines and FAQ for details regarding production stage.)
· Development/Pre-Production;

· Early Production (actively shooting);

· Mid-Production (actively shooting); 

Project timeline (Character count 2,300, including spaces)
(Provide a brief outline of your production timeline (both creative and logistical) from inception to your estimated time of completion, including an explanation of your current production stage.  In addition, if you have applied with this project before, please share how your project has progressed since the last time you applied.)
Audience engagement (Character count 2,300, including spaces)
(In a nutshell - what are your outreach and audience engagement ambitions? Who is the target audience for this film (general population, policy makers, corporation heads etc.)? Have you spoken to any potential partner organizations (e.g. NGOs, foundations or potential brand and corporate partners) about your film? If so, who are they and what's happened? In an ideal world, what organizations or individuals would you like to collaborate with on this film that you aren't connected to yet?)
Exposure (Character count 2,300, including spaces)
(Describe the screening history of your project including any public work-in-progress showings or feedback sessions, pitching forums, or meet markets.)
 

Fiscal sponsor

(You do not need a fiscal sponsor in order to apply for a grant. But if you are accepted, you must have a U.S. fiscal sponsor in order to receive the funds. See our guidelines for more information on fiscal sponsors.)

WORK SAMPLES
Short Project sample

(Before submitting work samples, please review the Grant page on our website for guidelines and requirements regarding the Short Project Sample.) 

URL

(Please make work samples downloadable, and double check that the link and password work correctly before submitting your application.)
Password

Runtime

(Please round to whole numbers, in minutes. Note that run time for your Short Work Sample should be at least 5 minutes, but not exceed 10 minutes)
Type of sample

· Trailer; 

· Scene select/Excerpt; 

· Character strand; 

· Raw Footage

Description of your work sample (Character count 500, including spaces) 
 

Long Project sample

(Before submitting work samples, please review the Grant page on our website for  guidelines and requirements regarding the Long Project Sample.) 

URL

(Please make work samples downloadable, and double check that the link and password work correctly before submitting your application.)
Password 
Runtime

(Please round to whole numbers, in minutes. Note that run time for your Long Work Sample should be at least 7 minutes, but not exceed 30 minutes)
Type of sample

· Raw footage; 

· Character strand; 

· Trailer; 

· Scene selects;

Description of your work sample (Character count 500, including spaces)
(Please describe the content of the sample and how it will relate to your finished product.)
Prior Work Sample
Please review the Grant page on our website carefully for guidelines and requirements regarding Prior Work Samples.

Prior work sample title

Prior work sample URL

(Please make work samples downloadable, and double check that the link and password work correctly before submitting your application)

Prior work sample password

Description of your prior work sample

(Please describe the content of this sample and tell us about the role the applicant served on the project.)

Prior work sample runtime

(Please round to whole numbers, in minutes. Note that run time for your prior work sample should be at least 5 minutes and not exceed 30 minutes.)

 

Financial and Mentoring Information
Total budget

Please upload your budget (Excel or PDF file)

(Please attach your budget as a PDF or Excel file. Note: We fully support filmmakers paying themselves, so please include that line item in your budget.)

Budget narrative (Character count 2,300, including spaces)
(Use this space to guide us through your budget and explain any financial decisions that make stick out. Additionally, what is your back-up plan if you are unable to raise the full amount stated in your budget?)

How would our grant support your film? (Character count 2,300, including spaces)
(Why is your project at a critical juncture now and how could these funds help bridge this gap?)

Funding status & fundraising strategy: (Character count 2,300, including spaces)
(Please list the date, name, and amounts of all the funding sources you have received. Include foundations, broadcasters, corporations crowd funding, private investors, and filmmaker/cash contributions. Please clearly mark where you have committed Funds, pending grants, and where you are planning to apply to in the future. Please also explain a little about your fundraising strategy moving forward.)

MENTORSHIP

Project Mentorship Needs (Character count 2,300, including spaces)
How could our mentorship program support your film, and what mentorship could you offer to your peers' films?

Filmmaker Mentorship Needs (Character count 2,300, including spaces)
What elements of being a filmmaker and building a sustainable career do you feel you need to learn to build a strong foundation?

Lessons Learned (Character count 2,300, including spaces)
What were the core lessons or takeaways from your first film or prior work that you will be applying to your work, or things that never do again? What do you still need to learn? How are you planning to make this experience different, and more sustainable? 

Fiscal Sponsor 

You do not need a fiscal sponsor in order to apply for a grant. But if you are accepted, you must have a U.S. fiscal sponsor, or be a 501(c)(3), in order to receive the funds. See our guidelines for more information on fiscal sponsors.
FUNDING SOURCES

Tell us about the funding sources for your project.
 

PROJECT CONTACTS & DEMOGRAPHICS
Tell us about the contacts for your project. Please note that at least one director on the project must be a first or second-time filmmaker. Please see our FAQ for further detail on how we define experience level.

We request demographic information as our mission includes the goal of reaching diverse filmmakers, and we need to document the characteristics of our grant applicant pool.

Primary Contact

Gender Identification

· Female; 

· Male; 

· Transgender; 

· Gender Non-conforming

Primary contact's primary role

· Director; 

· Co-Director; 

· Producer; 

· Co-Producer

Street address

City

State

Zip code 

Country 

Birth date 

Email

Phone number
Experience level
(Please note that at least one Director on the project must be a first or second time filmmaker. Please see our FAQ for further detail on how we define experience level.)

· First-time Filmmaker; 

· Second-time Filmmaker; 

· Mid-Career Filmmaker; 

· Veteran Filmmaker
Primary source of income (optional)

· Filmmaker/Producer; 

· Other Production Crew; 

· Teaching; 

· Job in Media; 

· Job outside of Media; 

· Other

If "other" please specify

Nationality

American ethnicity
· Black American;

· East Asian American;

· Latino/a or Hispanic American;

· Middle Eastern or Arab American; 

· Multi-Cultural American;

· Native American, Alaskan Native, or Pacific Islander American;

· South Asian American;

· White American;

International ethnicity 

Affiliated with one of these communities? (optional)

· LGBTQ

· Single working mother

· Disability 

Contact's personal website (optional)

Contact's bio

(In addition to a general bio, please list the films you've completed and what types of projects they were (e.g. shorts, web series, music video, etc.))

Contact 2 (optional)

Gender Identification

· Female; 

· Male; 

· Transgender; 

· Gender Non-conforming

Contact 2's primary role

· Director; 

· Co-Director; 

· Producer; 

· Co-Producer

Street address

City

State

Zip code 

Country 

Birth date 

Email

Phone number
Experience level

(Please note that at least one Director on the project must be a first or second time filmmaker. Please see our FAQ for further detail on how we define experience level.)

· First-time Filmmaker; 

· Second-time Filmmaker; 

· Mid-Career Filmmaker; 

· Veteran Filmmaker
Primary source of income (optional)

· Filmmaker/Producer; 

· Other Production Crew; 

· Teaching; 

· Job in Media; 

· Job outside of Media; 

· Other

If "other" please specify

Nationality

American ethnicity 

· Black American;

· East Asian American;

· Latino/a or Hispanic American;

· Middle Eastern or Arab American; 

· Multi-Cultural American;

· Native American, Alaskan Native, or Pacific Islander American;

· South Asian American;

· White American

International ethnicity 

Affiliated with one of these communities? (optional)

Contact's personal website (optional)

Contact's bio

(In addition to a general bio, please list the films you've completed and what types of projects they

were (e.g. shorts, web series, music video, etc.))

Contact 3 (optional)

Gender Identification

· Female; 

· Male; 

· Transgender; 

· Gender Non-conforming

Contact 3's primary role

· Director; 

· Co-Director; 

· Producer; 

· Co-Producer

Street address

City

State

Zip code 

Country 

Birth date 

Email

Phone number

Experience level

(Please note that at least one Director on the project must be a first or second time filmmaker. Please see our FAQ for further detail on how we define experience level.)

· First-time Filmmaker; 

· Second-time Filmmaker; 

· Mid-Career Filmmaker; 

· Veteran Filmmaker
Primary source of income (optional)

· Filmmaker/Producer; 

· Other Production Crew; 

· Teaching; 

· Job in Media; 

· Job outside of Media; 

· Other

If "other" please specify

Nationality

American ethnicity 

· Black American;

· East Asian American;

· Latino/a or Hispanic American;

· Middle Eastern or Arab American; 

· Multi-Cultural American;

· Native American, Alaskan Native, or Pacific Islander American;

· South Asian American;

· White American;

International ethnicity 

Affiliated with one of these communities? (optional)

· LGBTQ

· Single working mother

· Disability 

Contact's personal website (optional)

Contact's bio

(In addition to a general bio, please list the films you've completed and what types of projects they were (e.g. shorts, web series, music video, etc.))

Tell us about any other key members in your team and their relevant experience

Please upload a letter of recommendation (optional)

(Letters of reccommendation should come from an industry advisor who can speak to the project's potential.)

How did you hear about us? 

· Referred by Jenni Wolfson; 

· Referred by Judith Helfand; 

· Referred by Wendy Ettinger; 

· Referred by Julie Parker Benello; 

· Referred by Iyabo Boyd/ Sarah Anderson/ Bronwyn Cunningham; 

· Referred by Fellow Filmmaker/Peer; C&E Newslettter or Social Media; 
· Other Industry Newsletter or Social Media; 
· Have known about Chicken & Egg Pictures for a while; 
· Other

If "other," please specify: 

